The Son Heralds

A drama suitable for performing at Christmas, written by Liesl Schultz. 

	Four angels enter, each carrying a clipboard. They take their seats at a round table, which has a jug of water, four glasses and a bowl of mints.

	Angel Bob
	Good evening. I'd just like to welcome you all to the meeting. We'll open by reading the apologies. Angel Shirley, if you will. 

	Angel Shirley
	There is just one apology tonight, Angel Bob, that's from Arch Angel Gabriel.

	Angel Bob
	Ah yes, thanks Shirl. As we know, Gabriel is visiting Mary tonight, which of course is very exciting and very relevant to why we're all here. Now, if I could get Shirl to read the minutes of our last meeting, we can get underway. 

	Angel Shirley
	At our last meeting, on February the 25th, we established that the Heralding Committee would consist of Arch Angel Gabriel, Angel Bob, Angel Flo, Angel Evelyn and myself, Angel Shirley. Gabriel moved that by our next meeting we should all have come up with an idea on how best we could announce the birth of Christ, an event due to happen in about ten months time. Flo seconded this motion. In other business, Angel Bob wanted mentioned how delicious Flo's angel cupcakes had been. Thanks again for those, Flo.

	Angel Bob
	As Gabriel is not here tonight, I'll be chairing this meeting. I hope no one has any objections. (all shake heads) Good, then let's begin. Evelyn, can I get you to present your idea on how we might herald the birth of Christ? 

	Angel Evelyn
	Well everyone, my idea involves putting a newspaper boy on every street corner, shouting the news that Christ has come to earth. We also do a full-page spread in each of the major newspapers.

	A newspaper boy appears to the side of the stage. He holds a newspaper above his head as he shouts:

Extra! Extra! Read all about it! Christ comes to earth as a child! Read all about it! 

	Angel Bob
	Well that idea certainly has merit, Evelyn. What do people think?.

	Angel Flo
	What about those people who can't read? How will they know what it's all about?

	Angel Bob
	 Mmm, that's true Flo. People may also think it's some kind of scam to sell newspapers. Let's think about it and move onto Shirl's idea..

	Angel Shirley
	How about we send everyone an email or a text message to announce the birth of Christ.

	To the side of the stage, a woman is using her mobile phone to send a text message. As she types she says:

 Christ the Lord has come to earth. There that should do it. And now to just push 'send'... 

	Angel Evelyn
	What if people think it's just a joke, or delete it as junk mail? What would we do then? 

	Angel Bob
	Yes that's a good point. If everyone took it seriously, it would be ideal, Shirl. But we need something that really stands out, that people will remember.. 

	Angel Evelyn
	And that's a bit more cost effective. Did you know it costs 25 cents to send a text message! (all shake heads and tut in disgust) 

	Angel Flo
	I was thinking along the lines of a TV show. We run it in the weeks leading up to the birth of Christ, and create a competition whereby people get to vote for who they think would br a suitable person to visit the Saviour when he's born. We select a group, and each week someone is voted off until there's a winner. The hype would be amazing. We'll get lots of publicity.

	To the side of the stage stand four people. They are in a line, and the two in the middle are holding microphones

TV Presenter 1: So, who will it be? Bib group leader Guy from persia, or Sunday School teacher Shannon from Jerusalem?

TV Presenter 2: Only one of them can go on to meet the Saviour. You decide which one! 

	Angel Bob
	It sounds like a fun idea Flo. But do we think that the overall premise is a little, well, over-used and tired? Perhaps just a short commercial with a catchy jingle would be more appropriate.

	A group of angels appear to the side of the stage.

Angel 1: How do we celebrate Christ's birth?

All go into jingle...

P-R-A-I-S-E!

P-R-A-I-S-E Praise the Lord!

P-R-A-I-S-E Praise the Lord!

P-R-A-I-S-E!

P-R-A-I-S-E Praise the Lord!

	Angel Shirley
	 Perhaps a bit too commercial for what we're trying to do Bob. 

	Angel Bob
	Your 're right. There has to bean idea that's more appropriate. Let's have another think. (all sit in quiet thought, shuffling papers and jotting down ideas) 

	Arch Angel Gabriel
	(bursting in) Good evening everyone! 

	Angel Bob
	Gabriel, we weren't expecting you!

	Arch Angel Gabriel
	 I've just finished my meeting with Mary. It went very well and gave me a great idea. 

	Angel Shirley 
	 (excitedly) What was it, Gabriel? 

	Arch Angel Gabriel
	Well, in visiting both Elizabeth and Mary, I realised what an impact the sight of an angel has on people. And what would be more effective than just one angel? A whole host of angels! Imagine it, the sky filled with angels, all singing praise to God. The people would be blown away. It would be something they'd never have seen before, and surely would never forget. 

	Angel Shirley
	How fitting for the birth of our Saviour. 

	Angel Evelyn
	Not to mention cost effective!

	Angel Bob
	I would like to move that we announce the birth of Christ using a host of angels.

	Angel Flo
	I second the motion. 

	Arch Angel Gabriel
	All in favour. (all raise hands) The motion is carried. 

	Angel Bob
	Righto. Good. Well Flo, how about some of those cupcakes? 

	All of the cast, move to the front of the stage and sing 'Hark, the Herald Angels Sing' 
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